
 

KKAWG29 Angelina Boona 
Gwion Tassel 
The artist, Angelina Boona of the Wunambal 
people in the northwestern region of the 
Kimberley WA, is celebrating her ancestors and 
culture with this painting of a Gwion. Thousands 
of years ago, the Wanjina told the little Gwion to 
paint himself on the cave wall, he also painted 
the Emu and the Kangaroo, they became bush 
tucker. After the Gwion had finished the 
paintings of various animals, the Wanjina told 
him to send out the animals and to continue to 
care for them and to hunt wisely. 
 

 

 

KKAWG30 Gemma Unghango 
The Kira Kiro have been the guardians and 
assistants of the Wandjina for thousands of 
years. They are good spirits and are also 
traditional dancers who sing about the yam and 
fruits that can be gathered when the wet season 
rains begin. 

 

KKAWG31 Gemma Unghango 
The Kira Kiro have been the guardians and 
assistants of the Wandjina for thousands of 
years. They are good spirits and are also 
traditional dancers who sing about the yam and 
fruits that can be gathered when the wet season 
rains begin. 

 

KKAWG32 Gemma Unghango 
The Kira Kiro have been the guardians and 
assistants of the Wandjina for thousands of 
years. They are good spirits and are also 
traditional dancers who sing about the yam and 
fruits that can be gathered when the wet season 
rains begin. 

 

KKAWG33 Gemma Unghango 
The Kira Kiro have been the guardians and 
assistants of the Wandjina for thousands of 
years. They are good spirits and are also 
traditional dancers who sing about the yam and 
fruits that can be gathered when the wet season 
rains begin. 

 

KKAWG34 Cynthia Clement 
Wandjina is the powerful Rain Maker spirit who 
controls the storms and yearly rains. They are 
protected by the ever-present Gwion Gwion, 
who generally appear with them in the paintings 
in the caves scattered throughout the North and 
Western regions of Western Australia. This 



painting came from the artist thinking about 
these Dreamtime images in the caves. 

 

KKAWG35 Cynthia Clement 
Wandjina is the powerful Rain Maker spirit who 
controls the storms and yearly rains. They are 
protected by the ever-present Gwion Gwion, 
who generally appear with them in the paintings 
in the caves scattered throughout the North and 
Western regions of Western Australia. This 
painting came from the artist thinking about 
these Dreamtime images in the caves. 

 

KKAWG36 Cynthia Clement 
Wandjina is the powerful Rain Maker spirit who 
controls the storms and yearly rains. They are 
protected by the ever-present Gwion Gwion, 
who generally appear with them in the paintings 
in the caves scattered throughout the North and 
Western regions of Western Australia. This 
painting came from the artist thinking about 
these Dreamtime images in the caves. 

 

 
KKAWG37 

Cynthia Clement 
Wandjina is the powerful Rain Maker spirit who 
controls the storms and yearly rains. They are 
protected by the ever-present Gwion Gwion, 
who generally appear with them in the paintings 
in the caves scattered throughout the North and 
Western regions of Western Australia. This 
painting came from the artist thinking about 
these Dreamtime images in the caves. 

 

KKAWG38 Margaret Peurmora 
Gwion Gwion (or Kira Kiro) are found in the rock 
art around Kalumburu. They are hunters, and 
some are dancers, and some are the servants of 
the Wandjina. They didn’t have brush in the old 
days. Our ancestors used to draw with their 
hands or for paintbrushes, they would use 
Speargrass or chew the end of bush bamboo 
They used to use kangaroo blood and red ochre 
as paint. They would mix the ochre with the red 
gum from the white tree. 

 

KKAWG39 Margaret Peurmora 
The artist is celebrating the Brolga, ancestors 
who have returned to help watch over Munurru, 
making sure everything is working well, and 
making each day brighter for the people by 
dancing. These Brolga partners, the male and 
female, are having a great time together, 
connecting and dancing, bringing happiness and 
well-being to the land. 



 

 
KKAWG40 

Angelina Boona 
The artist, Angelina Boona of the Wunambal 
people in the northwestern region of the 
Kimberley WA, is celebrating her ancestors and 
culture with this painting of a Gwion. Thousands 
of years ago, the Wanjina told the little Gwion to 
paint himself on the cave wall, he also painted 
the Emu and the Kangaroo, they became bush 
tucker. After the Gwion had finished the 
paintings of various animals, the Wanjina told 
him to send out the animals and to continue to 
care for them and to hunt wisely. 

 

KKAWG41 Angelina Boona 
The Wandjina always sits in the cave. He always 
watches over the country and the animals, he 
also watches over the three Tribes Wunambal, 
Wororra, and the Ngarijin. The Wandjina also 
makes the monsoon rain, that’s when it will rain 
day and night, we call it the (wunjuu) rain, this is 
when the tall spear grass are knocked down by 
the strong wind and rain. 

 

 
KKAWG42 

Angelina Boona 
The Wandjina always sits in the cave. He always 
watches over the country and the animals, he 
also watches over the three Tribes Wunambal, 
Wororra, and the Ngarijin. The Wandjina also 
makes the monsoon rain, that’s when it will rain 
day and night, we call it the (wunjuu) rain, this is 
when the tall spear grass are knocked down by 
the strong wind and rain. 

 

 
KKAWG43 

Joshua Unghango 
The Kira Kiro spirits taught Aboriginal people 
what food to hunt and gather and how to use 
certain plants and trees for medicines. They 
taught how to care for the land and rivers and 
sea; to not waste food or cut down trees. They 
taught Aboriginal people about which trees are 
used for artefacts, where to find natural ochres, 
to look after rock art and sacred sites and where 
warriors are buried. 

 

 
KKAWG44 

Joshua Unghango 
The Kira Kiro spirits taught Aboriginal people 
what food to hunt and gather and how to use 
certain plants and trees for medicines. They 
taught how to care for the land and rivers and 
sea; to not waste food or cut down trees. They 
taught Aboriginal people about which trees are 
used for artefacts, where to find natural ochres, 
to look after rock art and sacred sites and where 
warriors are buried. 



 

 
KKAWG45 

Creative Commons 
Gwion Gwion Sash. 
Yowna Gwions are different from Ngunuru 
Gwions because they have bent knees. Instead 
of a tasselled waistband, they have a three-
pronged sash (Yowna) around the waist. These 
paintings probably date from around 13000 BCE. 
The three-pronged sash is likely to be a dance 
adornment and was often accompanied by tuft 
armbands on the upper arm 

 

 
KKAWG46 

Veronica Djanghara 
Long time ago our people believed the Wandjina 
was like a God to them. Around the Wandjina 
are small spirits, some are good and some are 
bad. If you go into a cave there are all sorts of 
spirit paintings. Every time you see a painting of 
a Wandjina without a mouth, it's because he 
was talking to the people, but no one listened to 
him so he turned around and closed his mouth 
before creating a big flood. There are also the 
bush tools used for hunting. This is a story of the 
Gwion Gwion (also known as Kira Kiro or 
Bradshaw figures). Some are hunters, and some 
are dancers, and some are the servants of the 
Wandjina. Gwion Gwion figures are found in 
rock art around Kalumburu. They didn’t have 
brushes in the old days. Our ancestors used to 
draw with their hands or for paintbrushes, they 
would use Speargrass or chew the end of bush 
bamboo They used to use kangaroo blood and 
red ochre as paint. They would mix the white 
ochre with the red gum sap from the white gum 
tree 

 

 
KKAWG47 

 Veronica Djanghara 
Long time ago our people believed the Wandjina 
was like a God to them. Around the Wandjina 
are small spirits, some are good and some are 
bad. If you go into a cave there are all sorts of 
spirit paintings. Every time you see a painting of 
a Wandjina without a mouth, it's because he 
was talking to the people, but no one listened to 
him, so he turned around and closed his mouth 
before creating a big flood. There are also the 
bush tools used for hunting. This is a story of the 
Gwion Gwion (also known as Kira Kiro or 
Bradshaw figures). Some are hunters, and some 
are dancers, and some are the servants of the 
Wandjina. Gwion Gwion figures are found in 
rock art around Kalumburu. They didn’t have 
brushes in the old days. Our ancestors used to 
draw with their hands or for paintbrushes, they 
would use Speargrass or chew the end of bush 



bamboo They used to use kangaroo blood and 
red ochre as paint. They would mix the white 
ochre with the red gum sap from the white fum 
tree 

 

 
KKAWG48 

Veronica Djanghara 
A long time ago our people believed that 
Wanjina was a god to them, the Wanjina is a 
protector of the land, and the sea and the 
Bradshaw’s (Gwion) are the helpers of the 
Wanjina."   The Wandjina are ancestral spirits 
who created country, people and animals in the 
Northwest Kimberly before turning themselves 
into rock paintings. They are sometimes called 
“lightning man” or “rain maker” and every year 
they replenish water holes, creeks and rivers 
through making the wet season. The Wandjina 
can be vengeful if people break the law, by 
making savage storms and cyclones. The 
predominant white colouring and shape of the 
Wandjina’s body represent water and clouds 
which are sometimes offset by the use of a red 
pigment, representing blood that shows us that 
the Wandjina are partly alive. 

 

 
KKAWG49 

Angelina Boona 
The Wandjina always sits in the cave. He always 
watches over the country and the animals, he 
also watches over the three Tribes Wunambal, 
Wororra, and the Ngarijin. The Wandjina also 
makes the monsoon rain, that’s when it will rain 
day and night, we call it the (wunjuu) rain, this is 
when the tall spear grass are knocked down by 
the strong wind and rain. 

 

KKAWG50 Margaret Peurmora 
When people speak of the Gwion/Kwion, they 
often say that these figure are an important part 
of law in the region, telling people how to live, 
to share food properly and look after each other. 
They are often depicted alongside the Wandjina 
representing the strong influence of cave 
painting on Kalumburu artists. Ngunuru Gwions 
Ngunuru Gwions have straight legs and tasselled 
waist adornments and long conical headdresses. 
They are the oldest of the four types because 
they date back to around 18,000 BCE. These 
extremely slim elegant figures have carefully 
depicted body shapes. Their leg muscles belly 
paunch and buttocks are distinct. All facial 
features genitals and breasts are usually absent. 
 
Ngunuru Gwions often appear to be dancing and 
only rarely carry weapons. The weapons they do 
carry are likely to be of a ceremonial nature. 



 

 

KKAWG51 Matilda Oxtoby 
Gwion Spirits 
Gwion gather at waterholes to celebrate water 
as the giver of life. They celebrate by dancing 
and feasting, giving thanks to the Wandjina. 

 

KKAWG52 Matilda Oxtoby 
Gwion Spirits 
Gwion gather at waterholes to celebrate water 
as the giver of life. They celebrate by dancing 
and feasting, giving thanks to the Wandjina. 

 

 
KKAWG53 

Joshua Unghango 
The Kira Kiro spirits taught Aboriginal people 
what food to hunt and gather and how to use 
certain plants and trees for medicines. They 
taught how to care for the land and rivers and 
sea; to not waste food or cut down trees. They 
taught Aboriginal people about which trees are 
used for artefacts, where to find natural ochres, 
to look after rock art and sacred sites and where 
warriors are buried. 

 

 
KKAWG54 

Betty Bundamurra 
Kira Kiro women go out hunting and collecting 
bush foods. With them they take their bush 
buckets, spears and tools for digging yams, 
gathering bush honey from the tree and fishing. 
They have long hair, which they decorate with 
paperbark. When they return from hunting, 
everyone is happy, and they all sit together and 
share the food. They dance and sing every night, 
when everyone is happy and full of good food. 

 

 
KKAWG55 

Betty Bundamurra 
Kira Kiro Spirit 
Amba - Kangaroo is the Kwini totem from 
Kalumburu. Sometimes it is caught to cook and 
eat, but not all the time. It is totem to my 
husband and children. 

 

 
KKAWG56 

Betty Bundamurra 
Kira Kiro Spirit 
Kira Kiro women go out hunting and collecting 
bush foods. With them they take their bush 
buckets, spears and tools for digging yams, 
gathering bush honey from the tree and fishing. 
They have long hair, which they decorate with 
paperbark. When they return from hunting, 
everyone is happy, and they all sit together and 
share the food. They dance and sing every night, 
when everyone is happy and full of good food. 



 

 
KKAWG57 

Angelina Boona 
The Wandjina always sits in the cave. He always 
watches over the country and the animals, he 
also watches over the three Tribes Wunambal, 
Wororra, and the Ngarijin. The Wandjina also 
makes the monsoon rain, that’s when it will rain 
day and night, we call it the (wunjuu) rain, this is 
when the tall spear grass are knocked down by 
the strong wind and rain. 

 

 
KKAWG58 

Angelina Boona 
The Wandjina always sits in the cave. He always 
watches over the country and the animals, he 
also watches over the three Tribes Wunambal, 
Wororra, and the Ngarijin. The Wandjina also 
makes the monsoon rain, that’s when it will rain 
day and night, we call it the (wunjuu) rain, this is 
when the tall spear grass are knocked down by 
the strong wind and rain. 

 

 
KKAWG59 

Angelina Boona 
The Wandjina always sits in the cave. He always 
watches over the country and the animals, he 
also watches over the three Tribes Wunambal, 
Wororra, and the Ngarijin. The Wandjina also 
makes the monsoon rain, that’s when it will rain 
day and night, we call it the (wunjuu) rain, this is 
when the tall spear grass are knocked down by 
the strong wind and rain. 

 

 
KKAW60 

Angelina Boona 
The Wandjina always sits in the cave. He always 
watches over the country and the animals, he 
also watches over the three Tribes Wunambal, 
Wororra, and the Ngarijin. The Wandjina also 
makes the monsoon rain, that’s when it will rain 
day and night, we call it the (wunjuu) rain, this is 
when the tall spear grass are knocked down by 
the strong wind and rain. 

 

 
KKAWG61 

Angelina Boona 
The Wandjina always sits in the cave. He always 
watches over the country and the animals, he 
also watches over the three Tribes Wunambal, 
Wororra, and the Ngarijin. The Wandjina also 
makes the monsoon rain, that’s when it will rain 
day and night, we call it the (wunjuu) rain, this is 
when the tall spear grass are knocked down by 
the strong wind and rain. 



 

 
KKAWG62 

Angelina Boona 
The Wandjina always sits in the cave. He always 
watches over the country and the animals, he 
also watches over the three Tribes Wunambal, 
Wororra, and the Ngarijin. The Wandjina also 
makes the monsoon rain, that’s when it will rain 
day and night, we call it the (wunjuu) rain, this is 
when the tall spear grass are knocked down by 
the strong wind and rain. 

 

 
KKAWG63 

Gemma Unghango 
The Kira Kiro gather in large family groups to 
celebrate with dancing and singing. These 
gatherings are also to teach the younger 
members of the family about hunting, bush 
tucker food, what are the best seasons to collect 
various foods. For example, the yam and bush 
potato are collected at the end of the wet 
season as the weather begins to get hot and dry 

 

 
KKAWG64 

Gemma Unghango 
The Kira Kiro gather in large family groups to 
celebrate with dancing and singing. These 
gatherings are also to teach the younger 
members of the family about hunting, bush 
tucker food, what are the best seasons to collect 
various foods. For example, the yam and bush 
potato are collected at the end of the wet 
season as the weather begins to get hot and dry 

 

 
KKAWG65 

Matilda Oxtoby 
Long ago my people believed that the Wandjina 
was a God. The Wandjina heard my people cry 
out to him for food and water. Wandjina gave 
them food and flooded the lands. He made 
puddles from the running water. The Wandjina 
also had helpers like the Spirits.  

 

 
KKAWG66 

Matilda Oxtoby 
Gwion Spirits 
Gwion gather at waterholes to celebrate water 
as the giver of life. They celebrate by dancing 
and feasting, giving thanks to the Wandjina. 



 

 
KKAWG67 

Veronica Djanghara 
This is a story of the Gwion Gwion (also known 
as Kira Kiro or Bradshaw figures). Some are 
hunters, and some are dancers, and some are 
the servants of the Wandjina. Gwion Gwion 
figures are found in rock art around Kalumburu. 
They didn’t have brush in the old days. Our 
ancestors used to draw with their hands or for 
paintbrushes, they would use Speargrass or 
chew the end of bush bamboo They used to use 
kangaroo blood and red ochre as paint. They 
would mix the ochre with the red gum from the 
white tree. 

 


